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July 30, 2026
Katie Stricker Named CEOQO, Reveals Future Direction of Tacoma Arts Live

The leading Tacoma arts organization will continue and expand its arts education and
creative community programs at the Tacoma Armory

TACOMA, Wash. — Tacoma Arts Live has named Katie Stricker its new chief executive
officer, marking a new chapter for the organization with a strategic focus on arts education, civic
engagement and community impact.

After helping guide Tacoma Arts Live through a period of significant organizational
transformation, Stricker will lead the nonprofit's long-term vision with an emphasis on
expanding educational programming that reaches more than 30,000 students, teachers and
families annually.

A key priority under her leadership will be growing the organization's Civil Rights Legacy Tour,
positioning it as a signature initiative that connects students and community members with the
history of American civil rights from all eras through immersive educational experiences. The
Civil Rights Legacy Tour serves approximately 40 schools in Pierce, North Thurston and Lewis
counties, with potential to grow.

Other key educational initiatives include artist residencies in schools, afterschool and summer
programs, weekend workshops, arts integration and social and emotional learning. Tacoma Arts
Live is nearly doubling the number of classes offered through Tacoma Public Schools’ Beyond
the Bell afterschool programs.

"The arts have the power to educate, inspire, and bring communities together," said Stricker,
who’s been with Tacoma Arts Live for 19 years and was the organization’s first summer camp
musical choreographer. "We're committed to creating meaningful experiences that deepen
understanding, spark dialogue and help prepare the next generation of engaged citizens."

Tacoma Arts Live will continue to engage the community through creative activities,
experiences and projects that encourage participation, connection and collaboration with
nonprofits and small businesses, including Arts at the Armory, Tomorrowland Roller Derby,
community celebrations and expo fairs. Stricker also plans to strengthen partnerships with
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schools, donors and community organizations to expand access to arts experiences throughout
the South Sound.

“Tacoma Arts Live education programs significantly and enduringly influence the students of
Tacoma,” says Mandy Zylstra, K-12 electives instructional facilitator for Tacoma Public
Schools. “Whether it’s through watching the Civil Rights Legacy Tour at their school, attending
live performances in downtown Tacoma, or engaging with resident artists in the classroom,
Tacoma Arts Live offers meaningful learning experiences that enrich the educational journey of
TPS students in a way that only live art can achieve.”

About Tacoma Arts Live

Tacoma Arts Live is a nonprofit arts organization that brings people together through arts
education, live performance, and cultural experiences. Its education programs serve
approximately 30,000 students each year across the South Sound.

Tacoma Arts Live has entered a court-supervised receivership in a restructuring process expected
to last 16 months. During this process, Tacoma Arts Live will continue offering educational
programs and performances at the Tacoma Armory building while also making the space
available to valued community partners. The restructuring will strengthen the organization’s
long-term sustainability and reinforce its commitment to delivering high-quality arts experiences
throughout the community.
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