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Festival Herencia Latina celebrates the heritage, vitality and 
contributions of the Latino community with free music, dance, 
art, market, workshops and food on Saturday, September 13  

 
TACOMA, WA (September 10, 2025) — Latinx Unidos del South Sound and Tacoma Arts Live are 
pleased to present Festival Herencia Latina – a free celebration of Latino heritage with activities 
for the entire family. The free festival will take place at the historic Tacoma Armory at 1001 Yakima 
Avenue South on Saturday, September 13 from 12pm – 5pm.   

“The Latino community is not a monolith,” explains the festival producer and Tacoma Arts Live 
Chief Engagement Officer, Antonio M. Gómez. “We have a sense of latinidad – or association with 
Latin America – in common. But, we are diverse in terms of race, ethnicity, age, language, national 
origin – from Indigenous Mexicans, to Japanese Peruvians and Afro-Caribbeans. We are both recent 
immigrants and inhabitants of the West since before it was the U.S. But one thing we have in 
common is the immensely positive impact we have on this region.”  

This festival is a place where visitors Latino and non-Latino alike will experience this beautiful 
diversity through music, dance, visual art, storytelling, food, crafts and a mercadito or 
marketplace.   

Start the day off with a cumbia dance workshop with Adri “La Pollita” or experience the ancient 
majesty of Mexica (Aztec) dance with Huehca Omeyocan. See Diablos Tierra Mixteca (dancing 
devils) from Oaxaca move to the 13-piece brass band Banda Sierra Azul. Put on your salsa shoes 
to dance to Alma Villegas and Azucar’s tribute to Celia Cruz. Join a communal “Cadena de 
Cuentos” (bilingual storytelling circle) led by literary artist Jesica Vega and former state poet 
laureate Claudia Castro-Luna.  

See dances from Costa Rica with Caña Dulce and groove to the beat of Afro-Puerto Rican bomba 
with Hijos de Agüeybaná. Sol de Noche musicians and dancers offer two hours of an open 
“milonga” of live Argentine tango music and dance. And visual artists Amaranta Sandys and 
Hidden Destiny Glass offer hands-on workshops. Featured printmaker Edgar Martinez aka Line 
Maker will host a screen printing station where you can print your own commemorative poster.  

Shop folkloric crafts and other goods while also collecting family resources at the mercado and 
enjoy delicious food from Mexico and Central America with the food trucks.   

The theme of this year’s festival, Dignidad, or Dignity.   
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“This is the time to stand in solidarity with the Latine community – and one way to do that is by 
supporting the visual and performing artists, as well as the Latino-owned businesses who 
demonstrate every day the multiplicity of ways this community enhances the economic and 
cultural wealth of this region and country,” Gómez said.   

The event is free with controlled entry to the expansive and secure Armory building which will host 
three stages and a bustling market.   

Festival Herencia Latina, in its ninth year, is a project of Latinx Unidos del Sound, a volunteer-led 
community benefit association, with Tacoma Arts Live as the producing partner and generous 
sponsorship from Tacoma Creates, BECU, Molina Healthcare, Sound Transit and the University 
of Wasington Tacoma.   

For more information visit Festival Herencia Latina - Tacoma Arts Live  
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