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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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BIG TIME WRESTLING RETURNS TO THE TACOMA 
ARMORY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN NEARLY 60 YEARS 
 
Grit City Championship Wrestling "Full Circle" 
Saturday, November 22, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.  
Tacoma Armory, Parade Floor 

TacomaArtsLive.org 

 

TACOMA, WA (October 16, 2025) — After nearly six decades, professional wrestling is 
returning to the Tacoma Armory. Grit City Championship Wrestling (GCCW) will 
present its debut event on Saturday, November 22, 2025, reviving a long-dormant 
chapter of Tacoma’s sports entertainment history. 

From the 1950s through the 1960s, the Tacoma Armory was a major hub for wrestling in 
the Pacific Northwest. Legends like Gene Kiniski, Frank Stojack, Don Leo 
Jonathan, Fabulous Moolah, and Moondog Mayne once stepped into the ring. The final 
documented wrestling event in the venue took place on October 10, 1966, when Luther 
Lindsay, the first Black man to win a major NWA singles title, defeated Bronko 
Nagurski in a two-out-of-three falls main event. Now, nearly 60 years later, the echoes of 
those cheers return. 

At the heart of this revival is Diafullah “The Butcher” Dobashi, a Tacoma native and 
professional wrestler. Dobashi, who grew up just blocks from the Armory in the Hilltop 
neighborhood, now returns as a featured performer and co-creator of GCCW, bringing 
the spotlight back to a venue that helped shape wrestling’s golden era in the region. 

The event will feature a full card of matches with top independent talent from across the 
Pacific Northwest, including: 

• Diafullah “The Butcher” Dobashi 
• Steve Migs 
• Astro Imperial 
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• Sunni Daze 
• “Diehard” Danika Della Rouge 
• The Ideal Reflection Christopher Ryseck 
• Petrov 
• AND MORE! 

 

Adding to the energy of the night will be live music by Dirty Tribe, bringing a hard-hitting 
soundtrack to an already action-packed evening. 

Built in 1908 for the Washington National Guard, the Tacoma Armory evolved into a civic 
arena and cultural gathering space by mid-century. Today, it reopens its doors to the 
sport that once packed its floor. 

GCCW promises a high-energy, family-friendly night of wrestling that honors the past 
while building a new legacy for future generations. 

Location: Tacoma Armory 
1001 Yakima Ave, Tacoma, WA 98405 
Date: Saturday, November 22, 2025 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $27.00 + $4.75 in fees 
VIP Tickets: $57.00 + $10.25 in fees 

Click here to purchase tickets online. 
Call 253.346.1721 to purchase via phone. 
You can also visit Dobashi Market (721 S I St, Tacoma, WA 98405) to buy tickets 

 

### 

Founded in 1979 and based at the historic Tacoma Armory, Tacoma Arts Live is a vibrant 
hub for arts, culture, and community- presenting high-quality programs that entertain 
and educate while fostering cross-cultural understanding. Our work expands access to 
the arts, uplifts underrepresented voices by supporting BIPOC and women 
entrepreneurs, and nurtures creativity through youth-focused initiatives delivered 
throughout the region. 

Season Champion Sponsor: Multicare 
Armory Sponsor: The Little Med Spa 
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Tacoma Arts Live gratefully acknowledges the following supporters: Tacoma Creates 
(City of Tacoma), ArtsFund, ArtsWa, Forest Foundation, Pierce County, U.S. Small 
Business Administration, Wells Fargo, Washington Department of Commerce, and Key 
Bank. 
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